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them by the May Laws of 1881. In front were hostile 
Germany and Austria. To the south was unfriendly 
Roumania. They were overwhehned where they stood; 
and over then* bodies crossed and recrossed the German 
armies from the west^ the Russian armies from the east 
and the Austrian armies from the south. True, all the 
peoples of this area suffered ravage and pillage by the 
war, but their sufferings were in no degree comparable 
to those of the Jews. The contending armies found it 
politic, in a measure, to court the good will of the Poles, 
Ruthemans and other races in this area. These sustained 
only the necessary and unavoidable hardships of war. 
But the Jews were friendless, their reUgion proscribed. 
In this medieval region all the religious fanaticism 
of the Russians, the chauvinism of the Poles, combined 
with the blood lusts Uberated in all men by the war — 
all these fierce hatreds were sluiced into one torrent of 
passion which overwhelmed the Jews. 

Hundreds of thousands were forced from their homes 
on a day's notice, the more fortimate being packed and 
shipped as freight — ^the old, the sick and insane, men, 
women and children, shuttled from one province to 
another, side-tracked for days without food or help 
of any kind — ^the less fortunate driven into the woods 
and swamps to die of starvation. Jewish towns were 
sacked and burned wantonly. Hundreds of Jews were 
carried off as hostages into Germany, Austria and 
Russia. Orgies of lust and torture took place in 
pubUc in the light of day. There are scores of villages 
where not a single woman was left inviolate. Women, 
old and young, were stripped and knouted in the public 
squares. Jews were burned alive in synagogues where 
they had fled for shelter. Thousands were executed on 
the Bhnsieat pretext or from sheer purposeless cruelty. 
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Protest of liberal Russia 

All of the liberal elements of Russia protested against 
this campaign of extermination, but were powerless in 
the face of the military Government. Hundreds of 
municipal bodies, trade and professional organizations, 
writers, publicists and priests, petitioned the dvil govern- 
ment to admit the Jews to human equality or at least 
to suspend its policy of persecution. These memorials, 
together with the speeches delivered in the Duma, con- 
stitute a body of evidence from non-Jewish sources, 
which must condemn the Russian Government in the 
eyes of the world. (See pages 70^; 117-120.) 

GALICIA 

During the ten months of the Russian occupation 
of Galicia the Jews of that section suffered even more 
severely than did the Jews who dwelt in the Russian 
Pale. For here the Jews were the subjects of the enemy 
and no pretext was needed for their maltreatment. The 
Ruthenians and Poles who occupied the land were friendly 
to Russia, which promised them independence and power. 
But Russia could expect nothing from the Jews of 
Galicia, for they were ab-eady in the possession of rights 
and liberties not enjoyed by the Jews of Russia, and 
the weight of the Russian invasion fell upon them 
mercilessly. Here thousands of Russian Jewish soldiers 
were forced to give up their lives in an attempt to impose 
upon the free Jews of Galicia the servitude from which 
they themselves so ardently longed to escape in Russia. 
They were forced to witness the desecration by their 
Russian companions-in-arms of synagogues, the outrage 
of Jewish women and the massacre of innocent and 
helpless civilians of their own faith. 
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nationals of hostile countries. About 8,000 Jews who 
declined to become Turkish subjects were either ezpdled 
or departed voluntarily. 

JEWS nf OTHER BELLIGERENT COXJIITRIES 

In an the countries where the Jews have heretofore 
enj oy ed f reed(»n there has been no special Jewish problem 
during this war. The Jews have identified themselves com- 
pletely with the lands of their birth or adoption, and have 
shared the trials and glories of the peoples among whom 
their lot was cast. 

f In England, the Jewish population, according to 
estimates prepared by Lord Rothschild, furnished more 
than its share of recruits to the British anny, its quota 
of 17,000 comprising about eight and a half per cent. 
<^ the total Jewish population as compared with the sax 
per cent, furnished by the non-Jewish ix)pulation. The 
Lord Chief Justice, Baron Reading, a Jew, mobilized 
the financial resources of the country and was called upon 
to head the Anglo-French commission which n^otiated 
the $500,000,000 credit secured in the United States. 
Lord Rothschild is treasurer of the Red Cross organization. 
Hon. Herbert Samuels is a member of the Coahtion 
cabinet. A Jewish battalion organized by Palestinian 
fugitives rendered exceptional service to the allies in the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. ]Many rewards, including the be- 
stowal of Mctoria Crosses and promotions, are listed in 
the Anglo-Jewish press every week. 

In Germany the Jews, although without complete 
social privil^^, have borne their full share of the 
burdens of war. To Herr Ballin, the head of the mercantile 
marine, was given the task of organizing the national 
io€)A sapjAy, and other Jews have been prominent^ 
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identified with every department of the industrial mobil- 
ization of the coimtry. In France and Italy, Austris^ 
Hungary and Turkey, Jews are to be foimd in the 
ministerial cabinets, in command of troops in the field, 
and prominent in charge of the medical service of the 
armies. 



Thus the present war has again demonstrated the 
great truth that, in times of struggle as in times of peace, 
the Jews constitute a most valuable asset to those nations 
that accept them as an integral part of their population 
and permit them to develop freely, but wherever an auto- 
cratic government demoraUzes its people by confronting 
them with the spectacle of an improtected minority 
denied all human rights, the government itself feels the 
reaction and the moral tone of the nation is thereby 
impaired. 



RUSSIA 



HOTS ON SOURCES OF INFOSMATION 

For the purposes of this report it has been deemed advisable to 
■elect, from the mass of material available upon the present status 
of the Jews in Russia, only evidence based upon: 

1. Official and semi-official reports of the Russian gov- 
ernment published in its official daily newspaper, ''Pravitel* 
•tvenny Viestnik," in its semi-official organ, "Novoe 
Vremya," or in its several military organs. 

2. Debates and Proceedings in the Imperial Duma and 
hi the Council of the Empire, particularly evidence fui^ 
nished by non-Jewish deputies or evidence of Jewish depu- 
ties that has passed unchallenged or has been challenged 
unsuccessfully by the Right benches. 

8. Statements in the Liberal Russian press and the 
Jewish press published in Russia, aU of which have been 
rigorously censored. 

4. Protests and manifestoes of non-Jewish organiza- 
tions, parties and leaders against the anti-Jewish policy of the 
government. These protests have been made publicly and 
have passed imchallenged by the Russian Government. 

In brief, the present report is based exclusively upon evidence 
furnished by the Russian government itself, officially in Its own 
press, or countenanced by reason of the revision applied, through 
its military and civil censorship, to the opposition press, or in public 
speeches and declarations that have passed the government benches 
in the imperial legislative Ghambers unchalleni^. 
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THE PALE OF SETTLEMENT 

At the banning of the war the number of Jews in 
the Russian Empire was estimated at six milhon or more, 
comprising fully half of the total Jewish population of 
the world. Ninety-five per cent of these six million 
people were confined by law to a limited area of Russia, 
known as the Pale of Settlement, consisting of the fifteen 
Governments of Western and Southwestern Russia, and 
the ten Governments of Poland, much of which territory 
is now imder the German occupation. In reality, how- 
ever, residence within the Pale was further restricted 
to such an extent that territorially the Jews were per- 
mitted to live in only one two-thousandth part of the 
Russian Empire.* No Jew was permitted to step outside 
this Pale imless he belonged to one of a few privileged 
classes. Some half-privileged Jews might, with effort, 
obtain special passports for a limited period of residence 
beyond the Pale; but the great majority could not even 
secure this privilege for any period whatsoever. A tre- 
mendous mass of special, restrictive legislation converted- 
the Pale into a kind of prison with six million inmates, 
guarded by an army of corrupt and brutal jailers. 

The Recent '^Abolition" of the Pale 

In August, 1915, the Council of Ministers issued 
a decree permitting the Jews of the area affected by the 
war to move into the interior of Russia. This act has 
been supposed in some quarters to constitute the virtual 
abolition of the Pale, this interpretation being chiefly 
attributable to the extensive publicity given the measure 
by the Russian government; but the evidence, official 
and otherwise, clearly indicates that far from being a 



^ "Xe/tnJ SufPeringg of the Jews in Russia"; edited by Lucien Wolf. London, 
T. Fiaber Unwin, 1912. 
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Count A. Bobrinski, a Conservative member of the 
Imperial Coimcil, declared, in a statement to the editor 
of the "Dehn":* 

"The conservative members of the Imperial Council raised no 
objection whatsoever against the recent Government measure 
granting permission to the Jews to reside outside of the Pale. I 
believe that we shall have to become accustomed to the idea of 
seeing the Jews dwell in all parts of Russia after this war is over. 
There can be no return to the old conditions. 

"The necessities of the war must lead us also to sanction future 
concessions toward the Jews whenever the need thereof will be 
recognized by the Government in order to be able to place a 
Government loan in America.'' 

The attitude of "Kolokol," the organ of the Holy 

Synod, reflects this with perfect frankness: 

"Power has gradually passed from the mailM knights, from 
heroes of the battlefield to the coimting house, because in gold 
there is more power than in fearless argonauts. If Germany excels 
us in armament and was better prepared in every other way it is 
because her nation is older than ours, older in its culture by several 
himdred years. Herein lies our weakness. But the Jews are the oldest 
people on earth. Their cult is the cult of gold and of brains. It 
does not matter that they have forgotten their glorious epoch of 
military heroism, have forgotten how they defended their Jeru- 
salem. It does not matter that they are no longer accustomed 
to bear arms and to decide with the sword their differences and 
quarrels. This people has learned to draw to itself the gold of the 
world. It is Uke a sponge. ... It has learned caution and 
foresight and is organized into a powerful international force. 
Under the conditions of the present war the Jews are a power not 
to reckon with which is to be politically blind. Would it not be 
advantageous to Russia to throw into its scales these nuggets of 
gold, these billions of the international bankers? . • ."f 

The naivete of these statements is ridiculed by the 
liberal press, led by the Petrograd " Retch," with the 

•••Reform Advocate," Nov. 13, 1915. (Tr. from the Frenehf). 
t Quoted from '•Retch," Aug. 9 (22), 1915. 
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"Unfortunately/' it continues, ''we tend to repeat our mistakes 
only too often. When we do 'submit' to the demands of life we 
do so either too late or with such indecision and so grudgingly that 
in the end, instead of evoking real satisfaction, we not infrequently 
evoke a feeling of misunderstanding or produce an effect which 
is the very opposite of the one intended. Yet an act can be valid 
and precious and achieve its highest aim only when it is done in 
good time, cheerfully, frankly, straightforwardly and with decision — 
as befits a government that is strong and sure of itself.'' 

The Petrograd "Retch," the great liberal daily, August 
20 (September 2), 1915, points out that the measure is 
merely tentative and must be legalized by statutory 
enactment within six months. It hopes that this enact- 
ment will not preserve the absurd limitations of the 
original decree. 

''If it has at last been recognized as expedient to remove that 
shameful blot, the Pale, we ought to leave not even a small speck 
of it. From a moral point of view, — and even an empire must have 
a point of view — it matters little whether a man is held by a long 
chain or a short one. There shotild be no chains at all. • • •" 

This is echoed by the Petrograd "Courier'': 

*'If there is only one comer of Russia left to which Jews may 
not be admitted, the Pale still remains, no matter what arguments 
may be used, and no matter what promises of future 'privileges' 
may be made. A principle cannot be measured quantitatively. 
The step taken so far is merely a beginning, and life demands that 
it should be comi^eted. Besides the 'right to live' there are oth^ 
rights derived from it: — the ri^t to attend school, to do business, 
to own property, to chooee one's occupation fredy."* 

Even the extreme reactionary organ, "Kdokol/* 
¥^ch has hitherto been most insistent in its demand 
that "True Russians'* be protected from Jewish competi- 
tion by the confinement of Jews to the Pale, now declares: 

^'Abolish the PisJe mtiiely. Even now it », in fact> nothing 
bai a sieve. All of read ability in JewTT> •▼«y Jewidh faculty 



• Qttoiwi tram ^'fivny^la^ Zhua.** Ai«. 3S (S«t. 5\ 1919^ p^ 104S. 
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cotirt the sympathy of Poland. And the Poles seized 
the occasion to denounce the Jews, now to the Russians, 
now to the Germans, as spies and traitors. 

The position of the Jews under this cross-fire became 
unbearable. Here are several cases, selected at random, 
showing its effect upon the Jewish population: 

One of the first towns in Russian Poland captured 
by the Austrians was Zamosti, near the Hungarian 
frontier, taken by a detachment of Sokol troops in 
September, 1914. They were soon driven out by the 
Russians; and at once the Poles of the town denounced 
the Jews to the Russian commander, accusing the Jews 
of having given aid to the enemy during the Austrian 
occupation of the town. Twelve Jews were arrested. 
They denied their guilt but were sentenced to death. 
Five of them had already been hanged, when, in the 
midst of the, execution, a Russian priest, carrying an 
imago of the Virgin, appeared and with his hand on 
the image took oath that the Jews were innocent and 
that the accusation was merely a product of Polish 
vindictivencss. He proved that the Poles of the town 
themselves had supported the Austrians and that even a 
telephone connection with Lemberg could . be found. 
The seven remaining Jews were then set free. But five 
had already been hanged.* 

At Lemberg, in September, 1914, the Poles accused 
the Jews of firing on Russian troops; as a consequence 
a great many Jews were arrested, and nearly seventy 
were attacked and wounded; but an investigation 
proved them all innocent, and Drs. Rabner and Diamond, 
the Jews who had been taken as hostages, were released, f 



* Ooorgo Brandes in "Politiken," Nov.. 1914. 

t "RuiBkaya Viedomosti." Oct. 2 (16). 1014. p. 20. **V9vy Tookhod," Oct. 3 
(IS). 1)»14, p. 21. 
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the Polish paper, "Novo Gazeta," in "Rasviet," February 
8 (21), 1915, p. 36: 

''An army officer, a Pole, reports this: Where our detachment 
was stationed, I found a group of soldiers surrounding a muzhik, 
who was telling them that the Jews had cut the telegraph wires. 
The soldiers were furious and ready to take revenge on the miserable 
Jews. I approached the group and said to the muzhik: 'I am glad 
to see that your patriotic impulses urge you to expose these Jew 
traitors. You must take me to them at once. You say you know 
the guilty ones. Show us how we can capture them and dispose of 
them.' 

''The muzhik became confused at once. He stammered: 'I 
didn't — say anything about them. I didn't see them myself. I 
didn't see anything myself. People say so. Everybody says so.' 

"I assumed a severe attitude and said to him: 'You know 
these people perfectly well, but you don't want to expose them. 
You are trying to shelter these traitors. You must take me to 
them at once I' After more evasions, the muzhik broke down 
completely. Thereupon the soldiers turned upon him, and wanted 
.to beat him, but I took him under my protection. He confessed 
completely to me and I sent him off and told him to beg his 
priest to preach on the following Sunday on the text 'Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.' 

"Another instance was this. In a Warsaw street car filled with 
passengers, I saw a Polish woman physician looking out at a Jewish 
automobile ambulance. 'Look here,' she cried, 'These Jews also 
have motor ambulances. I think they must be stolen.' I 
took it upon myself to ask her for an explanation of this. She 
was decent enough to admit that she knew nothing at all about it 
and that she had said these words without thinking. 

"In these two cases it happened that I came out as a Pole 
defending the honor of Poland, because I believe that Poland does 
not require such outrageous falsifications and slanders for its regen- 
eration. If they were not so painful to relate, I could give you a 
whole series of such incidents." 

Even the Polish clergy, usually anti-Semitic, felt com- 
pelled to protest against the excesses of their followers. 
Thus in January, 1915, the priests of Plotsk, headed by 
Archbishop Kovalsky, interceded on behalf of the Jews 
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The Euzhi Case 



But the Russian military authorities, seeking a scape- 
goat for their own failures, eagerly seized upon the 
Polish stories, and gave them ofQcial standing and 
wide circulation. The notorious Kuzhi incident illus- 
trates the methods used. The story, as first published 
in the military paper "Nash Viestnik," the official organ 
of the northwestern army, on May 5 (18), 1915, in the 
official daily newspaper issued by the Russian govern- 
ment, the "Pravitelstvenny Viestnik," May 6 (19), 1916, 
and elsewhere, ran as follows: 

''On the night of April 28th, in Kuzhi, northwest of Shavli, 
the Germans attacked a detachment of one of our infantry regi- 
ments resting there. This disclosed the shockingly tieacheroufl 
conduct of a part of the population — especially the Jewish part — 
towards our troops. The Jews had concealed German soldiers 
in their cellars before our troops arrived, and at a signal they set 
fire to Kuzhi on all sides. The Germans, leaping out of the cellan, 
rushed to the house which our regimental commander was occupy- 
ing. At the same time two of the battalions, supported by cavalry, 
attacked our outposts and captured the village. The house Sn 
which the conmiander had his headquarters soon fell in. Colonel 
Vavilov ordered that the regimental colors be burned, and, re- 
fusing to surrender to the Germans, was killed. Our reinforce- 
ments then arrived, drove the Germans out of Kuzhi at the point 
of the bayonet, and saved the remnants of the burning standard. 
All the local inhabitants who had taken part in this terrible affair 
were brought before a court-martial and the ringleaders will be 
sent to Siberia. This sad incident again demonstrates the need 
of keeping constant guard, particularly over all those Jewish towns 
which have at any time been held by the enemy." 

This story, in all its circumstantial details, was spread 
broadcast throughout the Empire, in all the official and 
semi-official organs of the government, on the bulletin 
boards, wherever the Russian populace congregates. 
By miUtary order it was brought to the attention of every 
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But the refutation of the lie was not spread through- 
out Russia. It has been consistently suppressed by the 
military censor, and to this day the great majority of the 
Russian people, in the absence of disproof, fully believe 
the story. 

The Shavli Case 

Another spy story widely circulated in the anti- 
Semitic press was that the Jews of Shavli had been 
expelled from Kurland because they were detected 
in the act of leading the German troops on to Shavli. 
This also was printed in all the miUtary and semi-official 
newspapers of Russia and from there reprinted in the 
general press. The newspaper "Dehn'* pointed out 
the absurdity of this and similar charges:* 

''Accepting the story as it stands, without demanding the 
names of the Jews found guilty, or any other details, let us simply 
examine the map. Shavli is not in Kurland at all. It is in the 
province of Kovno, and is 50 versts from the nearest point in Kur- 
land, and more than 50 versts from the nearest point inhabitated 
by Jews. The Germans, we know, moved to Shavli, not through 
Kurland, but from the opposite direction. Th6 charge, if true, 
would therefore mean that the Jews of Kurland went 100 versts 
out of their way in an entirely strange territory in order to commit 
treason by conmiunicating with Germans. This is obvious non- 
sense. Nor is it less obvious that this fiction has been manu- 
factured out of whole cloth. And this is how it was manufactured: 
Reports reached the newspapers that the Jews of Kmrland were 
being expelled. The anti-Semitic papers at once argued that if 
the Jews were being expelled they must have committed some 
treason, and since the line of the German advance was known to 
be in the general direction of Shavli, and since these people were 
too lazy to consult the map, they promptly decided that the expulsion 
must have been due to the fact that the Jews of Kurland had guided 
the Germans to Shavli." 

And so this preposterous story was started on its way. 

* Quoted from **Iletch." May 10 (23), 1915.. 
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This order was issued from the press at six o'clock 
in the evening, December 2, 1914, and immediately 
proved profitable to the dregs of the Russian soldiery, 
as was demonstrated at a court martial held in Lomza, 
where it was proven that three members of a signal 
corps had "planted" a telephone in the motion picture 
theater of a Jew named Eisenbiegel, and had then ar- 
rested him and demanded 5,000 roubles blackmail. 
In the course of the trial it developed that one of the men 
was responsible for the hanging of no less than seventeen 
innocent Jews as spies solely because they were unable 
or unwilling to pay the blackmail demanded by him.* 

Even the loyalty of Jewish soldiers was officially 
questioned. Order No. 1193 of the General Staff, dated 
April 27-May 10, 1915, commands all the troops "To 
watch the Jewish soldiers — especially their readiness to 
surrender as prisoners — and in general, their entire 
conduct." 

But the publication and circulation of orders like 
these reacted disastrously upon the Russian arms. By 
branding the entire Jewish population as traitorous 
the military authorities encoiu'aged the Poles to fabricate 
new slanders, the spread of which only served to heighten 
the distrust of the populations and to make the fighting 
area of Poland a quagmire for the Russian armies. Tlie 
troops did not know whom to trust or distrust. Instead 
of fighting on friendly groimd, welcomed and supported 
by the moral and economic resources of the civilian 
population, the Russians fought on groimd imdermined 
by hatred, dissension and distrust. 

When they began to realize this state of affairs some 
of the Russian commanders made desperate efforts to 
check the spy mania. 

♦ •*Naaha Slovo/* June 24. 1916. 
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2. When the Mayor of Petrograd congrat- 
ulated the Jewish community upon the heroic 
conduct of a lad of 13, named Kaufman, the cen- 
sor suppressed the fact that Kaufman was a Jew, 
and that the conmiunity referred to was the 
Jewish community. 

3. Stories in the Russian press of the valor 
of Jews in the French armies are either sup- 
pressed or the Jewish names cut out. 

4. A news item referring to the fact that 
General Semenov, whom Jewish soldiers had 
saved from captiure by the Germans, was treating 
Jews kindly was suppressed by the censor. 

5. Letters of regimental commanders to the 
parents of Jewish hussars congratulating them 
on the valor of their sons, or notifying them of 
medals of honor bestowed upon them, were sup- 
pressed by the censor. 

6. The military censorship also suppressed 
news of an absolutely non-military nature, whenever 
it might in any manner have been construed aa 
friendly to Jews. Thus, a news item referring to 
the non-sectarian activities of the National Relief 
Conmiittee, headed by the Princess Tatyana, 
daughter of the Czar, was suppressed. A news 



fourth grade crosses of St. George, and promoted to be sub- 
officer. 

For delivering despatches from the Staff to his battalion 
under the enemy's strong fire, private B. S. G. was awarded 
a medal of St. George and made a corporal. 

Severely wounded and now in a hospital at Moscow, 
Abr. B. was awarded a silver medal which was handed to him 
by Orloff, Adjutant to his Imperial Majesty. 

A long list of similar items is published in every issue of 
this paper. 
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not given proper publicity. Editors received a 
continuous stream of circulars forbidding the 
touching of questions which had absolutely no 
relation to the war. 

9. When the great writers and publicists of 
Russia decided that it would be desirable, for the 
honor of Russia, to speak a good word for the Jews 
and thereby indirectly deprecate before the world 
the merciless governmental policy, the pamphlet 
contfdning their symposiiun was suppressed by the 
military censor. Even the preliminary letter of 
inquiry sent out by these eminent Russians, 
soUciting mformation as to the participation of 
Jews in the war, was suppressed. The Jewish 
weekly, the "Novy Voskhod," was fined 2,000 
roubles and ultimately suppressed because of the 
publication of this letter. 

In spite of these suspensions, however, the six million 
Jews of Russia still continued, in a measure, to inform 
themselves as to the conduct of their sons in the field, 
and as to matters of Jewish mterest m general, through 
the half dozen, or more, Jewish newspapers, which man- 
aged to struggle on in spite of the repeated fines and sus- 
pensions imposed by the censor. But on July 5, 1915, 
the entire Jewish press was suppressed. Lately several 
papers have been revived in new form, but today the Jews 
of Russia are practically in the dark. They have no 
effective means of communicating with one another or 
with the Russian public. They can neither prevent 
the instigation of calumnies nor refute them when 
spread abroad. They Uve in a constant state of terror 
lest some new Kuzhi slander set the country aflame 
against them. 
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small towns was absolutely denuded of Jewish inhab- 
itants.* It was only the rapid invasion ihi this terri- 
tory by the Germans which prevented the complete 
expulsion of every one of the two million or more Jews 
who inhabited this area. And those who have remained 
in this territory for the present have been promised, 
by decree of the supreme military authorities of Russia, 
immediate expulsion as soon as the Russian troops r^ain 
a foothold here.f 

The enforcement of the expulsion orders was carried 
out ruthlessly. The time generally allowed was twenty- 
four hours, rarely forty-eight hours. The Jewish inhabi- 
tants of the governments of Kurland and Kovno were 
given from five to tw^enty-four hours' notice. | 

The Jews of the city of Kovno were notified on the 
evening of May 3 (16) to leave not later than midnight 
of May 5 (18), 1915. 

Cruelty of Officials 

In a speech delivered in the Diuna the non-Jewish 
deputy Dzubinsky declared: 

''Asa representative of our 5th Sibenan division I was m3r8elf 
on the scene and can testify with what incredible cruelty the expul- 
sion of the Jews from the Province of Radom took place. The 
whole population was driven out within a few hours during the 
night. At 11 o'clock the people were informed that they had to 
leave, with a threat that any one found at daybreak would be hanged. 
And so in the darkness of the night began the exodus of the Jews 
to the nearest town, Ilzha, thirty versts away. Old men, invalids 
and paralytics had to be carried on people's arms because tiiere 
were no vehicles. 

''The police and the gendarmes treat the Jewish refugees 
precisely like criminals. At one station, for instance, the Jewish 

* "Ziemia Lubelska," Aprfl 23 (May 6), 1915. 

t -Retch," May 10 (23), 1915. 

X •'Evreiskaya Nedelya," June 14 (27). 1915. 
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packed in cattle-cars and forwarded to their destination 
on a way-bill, like so much freight. In many places 
thousands of them were forced for weeks at a time to stay 
in congested villages which were absolutely imable to 
afford them a roof and shelter, or to sleep in the freight 
cars or in the open fields. And tens of thousands were 
forced to tramp weary distances along the open road, 
or, in the fear of the soldiery, to take to the back roads, 
the woods and swamps, there to die of hunger and 
exposure. 

The total number of Jews who have been expelled to 
date is unknown. Expulsions are still going on. At the 
beginning of June, 1915, at the deliberation of the Petro- 
grad Central Committee for the Relief of Jewish War 
Sufferers, which was participated in by the most prom- 
inent provincial committees, it was calculated that 
the total number of homeless Jews ruined by the ex- 
pulsion — ^in Poland and the northwestern district — ^is 
600,000 at the least.* After the Kovno-Kiurland ex- 
pulsions there collected in the Vilna government alone 
some 200,000 exiles, f In Riga there gathered, by May 
18 (31), some 9,600 families or 42,000 persons-J Up to 
August 6, 1915, there collected in the government of 
Volhynia upwards of 250,000 refugees. § 

Hostages 

There is evidence to indicate that the Russian govern- 
ment, overwhelmed by the consequences of the expulsion 
policy, has suggested to the military authorities th« 



* "Hajnt," May 21 (June 3), 1915. 
t "Evreyskaya Nedelya," May 31 (Jiine 13), 1915. 
t "Evreyskaya Nedelya," June 14 (27), 1915. 
§ "Eetch," Aug. 6 (19). 1915. 
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Jewish Kehillah, which had refitted the Roman Hotel 
for the purpose, has been running until now under the 
official name of the Warsaw Local Relief Committee. 
But this has turned out to be an anti-Semite organization 
without a single Jewish representative, its board being 
made up of rabid Judeophobes, who feel no scruples in 
the methods and means of their anti-Jewish policy. 
Private donations, the personal labor of Jews — all this 
has gone into Polish institutions, all this has disappeared 
in the Polish river-bed," declares "Novy Voskhod/' 
Sept. 11 (24), 1914. 

The present attitude of the Jews of Russia toward this 
problem is well reflected in a letter, published in a recent 
issue of "Evreyskaya Zbiza"* from a Jew, the owner 
of a salt mine, who had been invited, among others, to 
contribute salt for the poorer people of Warsaw, without 
distinction of race or creed. He replied, in effect, that 
the proposal met with his deepest sympathy, but he took 
the liberty of inquiring as to who would have charge of 
the distribution of the salt. "Everybody knows," he 
wrote, "the intolerant attitude of the Polish Relief 
Committee toward the Jews. This makes us doubt 
whether your high principle would be carried out con- 
scientiously if administered by Polish hands. The War- 
saw Committee is particularly distrusted, and it would 
be extremely unpleasant for me to feel that the neces- 
saries that we contributed should be withheld from our 
own fellow Jews. On the other hand, we would welcome 
gladly every effort on the part of Russian organizations 
to undertake to cooperate with Poles and Jews in this 
matter to insure an equitable distribution." 

When the Central Citizens' Committee of Warsaw 
was dissolved by the German governor of Poland, in 

♦ July 5 (18), 1915. pp. 30-31. 
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the Emperor, in passing through Lublin, Grodno, and Tiflis, has 
deigned to express his thanks to the Jews for their faithfulness 
to our common country. The conclusion from this is clear: There 
is no serious reason to maintain any longer those measures of 
restriction so futile and so pernicious and so malevolent. • • . 
But the Jewish question is not merely a question of abstract 
justice. The economic and moral development of our city life 
is seriously retarded by the restrictions placed upon one part 
of the population. . . ."* 

In August, 1914, a meeting of mimicipalityy Zemstvo, 
Stock Exchange, and University officials and merchants, 
at Odessa, resolved that the coimtry would benefit by 
the abolition of all repressive laws and the opening of 
educational institutions to all citizens, f 

In August, 1914, the Moscow Conference of Mayors 
also forcibly condemned the expulsion policy of some 
governors and resolved to use its influence to ameliorate 
the position of the Jews. J 

So also the Congress of Delegates from cities of 
Western Siberia petitioned for the abolition of all Jewish 
disabilities.! 

Within the past few months the mimicipalities of 
Samara, Saratov, Ekaterinoslav and other important 
centers; the Siberian Municipal Conference, and the 
Conference of twenty Zemstvos held at Yaroslavl, all 
petitioned the government and the Duma to remove the 
disabilities affecting the Jews of Russia. 

PROTESTS OF TRADE AND PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS 

The Military-Industrial Committee, organized in May, 
1915, to integrate the economic resources of the coimtry 
on a war basis, met on August 25, 1915, and condemned 

* "Novy Voskhod," Dec. 30, 1914 (Jan. 12, 1915), p. 22-24. 

t "Novy Voskhod," Sept. 4, 1914, p. 15. 

t "Novy Voskhod," Aug. 14 (27), 1914, p. 24-25. 

S "Novy Voskhod," April 24 (May 7), 1915, p. 30. 
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the soil on which he is bom. Let us understand that the pros- 
perity and power of Russia are inseparable from the well-being and 
the liberty of all the nationalities which constitute its vast Empire. 
Let us understand this truth, act according to our intelligence and 
our conscience, and we may be certain that the ultimate disappear- 
ance of persecutions against the Jews and their complete emanci- 
pation will form one of the conditions of a truly constructive 
imperial regime/' 



i 



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY 

The total estimated Jewish population of Austria- 
Hungary is about 2,250,000, of which nearly one million 
were, at the beginning of the war, in the border province of 
Galicia, in the immediate area of hostilities. 

Here, as elsewhere, the Jews manifested their keen 
loyalty by trooping to the colors even when they were 
normally exempt, as in the case of the students of the 
Budapest Rabbinical Seminary, many of whom volun- 
teered, although not required to do so. The Government 
recognized this loyalty in many ways, particularly m 
the granting of special privileges with respect to the 
observances required by the Jewish religious ritual. 
Thus the Emperor, in his own name, sent 20,000 Tallithim 
(prayer shawls) for the soldiers in the field during the 
holidays. When, at Passover, it was discovered that 
the matzoths for the Jewish troops had been improperly 
prepared, the Government, at the instance of the Chief 
Rabbi of Vienna, authorized the wholesale distribution 
of potatoes to Orthodox Jews. 

Hundreds of Jewish soldiers have been decorated on 
the field of battle, and many were given officers' com- 
missions. 

GALICIA 

It was the million Jews of Galicia who were made to 
feel the full burden of the war. Although their economic 
condition before the war was greatly inferior to that 
of the general population, their political condition was 
one of equality. But the Russian invasion of Galicia, 
in September, 1914, changed their status overnight. 
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is somewhat better than that of the Jewish refugees in 
Russia, inasmuch as the Government has placed them 
in concentration camps, attends to their minimum wants 
and gives each one an allowance of 70 heller (14 cents) 
daily. With the rise in the prices of food, the daily 
allowance has risen to about 90 heller (18 cents) per 
capita. They are treated well by the population, and 
in many cases are provided with some work. 
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under the most favorable circumstances they had perforce 
to leave them behind because they knew neither their 
destination nor their fate. 

This action of the Government caused a great deal of 
adverse conmient in the press. "Vitorul" the oiBScial 
organ of the Liberal Party, now in power, met these 
attacks, in its issue of July 12, 1915, as follows: 

"Some of the newspapers pretend that the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs has given orders that the native-bom Jews established in 
the towns bordering upon the northern frontier of Moldavia be 
sent into the interior of the country. This news is inexact. The 
Minister of Internal Affairs was not aiming at the Jews established 
in the towns near the frontier or in any other place when he issued 
his order of expiilsion. The order given by the Minister of Internal 
Affairs concerns only the alien subjects of a foreign country, and the 
native-bom Jews who, though not living in frontier towns go there 
on business, acting as cereal brokers. And the purpose of the order 
is to prevent such people from conmiitting acts dangerous to the 
interests of the population of the state. The peaceful Jewish 
population living near the frontier is not the object of any hounding, 
as the irresponsible newspapers would have it." 

The Bucharest "Adeverul" (Truth), an independent 
organ, and one of the two newspapers in Bucharest which 
sjonpathize with the Jews, repUed: 

"In answer to the attacks of the Government organ upon 
the 'irresponsible' newspapers, we are in a position to publish a 
list of the 'peaceful Jewish population' which has been the subject 
of the most terrible persecutions by the authorities. We can give 
the names of the reserves, mobilized at the very moment, whose 
children have been driven from their homes. It is possible that 
the Minister of Internal Affairs did not mean to 'aim,' as the official 
organ says, at the Jews. If the Minister is innocent of the charge, 
we would like to know what punishment to inflict upon his sub- 
ordinates who wilfully misrepresented his order. 

"But it is not we who are irresponsible. It is the Government 
that tries to mislead the public with ambiguous statements. It says 
that the order referred only to the brokers, who may conmiit dan- 
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then signed by all the great Powers of Europe, the 
following articles were inserted: 

XLIII. The High contracting parties recognize the inde- 
pendence of Roumania, subject to the conditions set forth in the 
two following articles. 

XLIV. In Roumania the difference of religious creeds and 
confessions shall not be alleged against any person as a ground 
for exclusion or incapacity in matters relating to the enjoyment 
of civil and political rights, admission to public employments, 
functions and honors, or the exercise of the various professions 
and industries in any locality whatsoever. 

''The freedom and outward exercise of all forms of worship 
shall be assured to all persons belonging to the Romnanian State, 
as well as to foreigners, and no hindrance shall be offered either 
to the hierarchical organizations of the different communions, or 
to their relations with their spiritual chiefs. The subjects and 
citizens of all the Powers, traders or others, shall be treated in 
Roumania, without distinction of creed, on a footing of perfect 
equality.' 



if 



Roumania having become an independent nation 
upon its recognition by these Powers, and upon the 
conditions set forth in the treaty of Berlin, it may be 
possible at the conclusion of the war that the viola- 
tions of this treaty on the part of the Roiunanian Govern- 
ment may be considered by the Powers whose honor is 
thus flaunted by an open violation of a treaty to which 
they solemnly became parties. 



PALESTINE 

The Jews of Palestine were among the earliest victims 
of the war. The greater part of them are dependent, 
wholly or in part, upon their co-religionists in Europe 
and America. With the outbreak of the war all the 
normal channels of conmiimication were temporarily 
mterrupted. Even had this not occurred the complete 
stagnation of trade in Europe would have made it impos- 
sible for the Jews, who were themselves in dijfficulties, to 
continue to afford material assistance. 

The difficulties of the situation before Turkey became 
a belligerent are briefly set forth in the following extracts 
from a report, dated October 21, 1914, made by Mr. 
Maurice Wertheim, who was entrusted by Ambassador 
Morgenthau with the distribution of a fund of $50,000 
contributed by American Jews. 

The colonists themselves did not stand in actual need of assist- 
ance, as they are largely men of certain means and can help them- 
selves. Furthermore, they are able to obtain their bank deposits 
in the following manner: the Anglo-Palestine Bank, with which 
most of the Jews in Palestine do business through their various 
branches in Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa, Safed, and Tiberias, etc., are 
registering or certifying for their depositors checks down to the 
smallest denominations. These checks are made payable to the 
drawer, endorsed by him, and the registration stamp of the bank 
is equivalent to a notice that the check will be cashed by the bank 
after the moratorium. With these checks the colonists are able 
to supply their immediate needs and harvest their crops. 

The only pressing requirement of the colonists was to exchange 
some of these checks for gold in order to pay Government taxes 
and military exoneration fees, and this was arranged. 

Further than this, the two great needs of the Jewish colonies, 
generally speaking, were: (a) to take care of Jewish laborers 
thrown out of employmdtit by existing conditions, and (b) to secure 
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new markets for their products to take the place of those that had 
been affected by the war. 

There are about 2,500 Jewish laborers in the colonies. It is 
impossible to determine the exact percentage of unemployed amongst 
them, but even if we assume that only half of them are out of employ- 
ment, it is easily seen that the amount of money we were able to 
divert to this purpose wiU not go very far. I might say here that 
in dividing the fund amongst the various districts in Palestine, 
we allotted to the colonies a somewhat larger proportion than their 
population justified. 

The opening up of new markets for Palestinian agricultural 
products (oranges, wine and almonds, are the chief articles of export), 
is probably the most pressing need of the colonist movement in 
Palestine. Colonists feel that the chief market for the oranges 
which in the past has been England, will be greatly interfered with, 
and if they are not able to dispose successfully of their products, 
their entire future and very existence will be threatened. 

The situation in the larger centers of population is very bad. 
Almost no currency enters the country and foreign checks that do 
find their way there are not realizable. This naturally places 
in great want those who depend on the '^Chaluka" contributions 
and also the large class who depend on money sent by relatives. 
Furthermore, the industries of manufacture of antiques and souv- 
enirs are completely stopped, owing to want of customers, and 
there is no money to conduct industries such as building, carpenter- 
ing, tailoring and shoemakihg, in which large niunbers of Jews 
are employed. I foimd that the better class of Jews had themselves 
organized temporary relief, but their possibilities of assistance 
are rapidly drawing to a close. People who had, a few weeks before 
my visit, contributed to the maintenance of soup kitchens, stood 
in need themselves upon my arrival. One Jewish hospital had 
already closed. 

The food situation in Palestine was precarious, for while prices 
had not risen to any large extent, yet the source of supply was 
limited. The introduction of wheat from the East of the Jordan 
had been prohibited by the Government (which restriction through 
the efforts of the Ambassador we have endeavored to have lifted). 
In order to guard against possible shortage of food and also to 
offer food at the cheapest possible price, our Committee will pur- 
chase from time to time as large quantities of food as it can, have 
bread baked itself, and will sell same at cost, or possibly a little less. 
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have been steadily improving. The present situation 
is briefly described in the following extracts from a 
report of the Provisicmal Executive Committee for 
General Zionist Affairs, dated August 10, 1915: 

The economic situation has also shown some improvement. 
The arrival of the relief food ship "Vulcan" has been partly responsi- 
ble for this result. After considerable discussion with the govern- 
ment authorities, the following ratio of distribution has been agreed 
upon; 55 per cent, for the Jews, 26 per cent, for the Mohammedans, 
and 19 per cent, for the Christians. 

The sending of the relief ship has had the important effect 
of lowering considerably the prices of food. The gathering of the 
harvest is now in full swing. The crops are satisfactory, especially 
in Galilee, which is principally a com growing country. Our 
farms, in particular, have proved an important factor in the present 
crisis by supplying the colonies and cities with grain at reasonable 
prices. There is reason to believe that Palestine will now be able 
to hold its own in the matter of food, without depending on further 
shipments from America.^ There is still some shortage felt in sugar 
and in some less important groceries, of which small quantities 
may stiU be procured from Egypt. 

The economic prospects would be considerably brighter were 
it not for the locust which has swept over Palestine h). large numbers. 
In corn-growing Galilee the danger is less palpabfe than elsewhere 
where plantations are the principal feature of agriculture. The 
fight against the plague has been taken up energetically and system- 
atically. 

The danger of a shortage in grain was another problem that 
needed careful consideration. While in normal times Palestine is 
in a position to export grain abroad, the outbreak of the war, owing 
to the heavy requisitions of the Government and the difficult com- 
mimications with the North of Palestine and the Hauran, the 
granaries of the country, brought an alarming situation. To deal 
with it, a special committee was organized. A number of well- 
to-do Jews bought up quantities of grain and had them milled, 
offering the flour to the public at cheap prices. In this way the 
danger threatening the population from unscrupulous speculators 
was averted and the prices were kept down. Thus, when, shortly be- 
fore Passover, the price of flour had soared up as high as 65 francs, 
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of fact, is further intensified by the influx oi lefugjees 
eager to offer their services, for the smallest remuneration. 
Thus poverty and misery are growing in these places 
too, the burden of reUef becoming too heavy for the 
local community to bear. 

We have already stated that the industrial life of 
Poland and in a large part of the Pale has been laid 
waste as a consequence of the war. Hundreds c^ fac- 
tories have been destroyed, hundreds others have had to 
stop work for want of capital, raw material, fuel and — 
first and foremost — ^f or want of a market for their articles 
of production. Many thousands of workmen who were 
formerly employed by these factories have remained with- 
out bread. 

Whole branches of trade have been shattered, burying 
the welfare of the artisans under their ruins. The 
tailors, weavers, bootmakers, builders, trades, normally 
sustaining a large percentage of Jews in Poland and in 
the Pale, are dead; the artisans are left to starve, unless 
something can be done to save them. 

Commercial life also has been laid waste. The mer- 
chants — great and small — are ruined; hundreds of mer- 
chant's clerks are thrown out of work and have to apply 
to pubUc charity. 

There is yet another class of sufferers whose wants 
I and needs have to be attended to. About 300,000 Jews 
; are fighting in the ranks of the Russian army. Their 
^ mothers, wives and children are receiving but scanty 
support (about 2 roubles a head) from the Government. 
About half of them, however, are not getting any Govern- 
ment aid at all, their marriages, although l^ally solemn- 
ized, not having been entered in the official marriage 
registers. (It is a well known fact that the uneducated 
Jews of Poland and in the T?sle frequently omit to have 
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unfortunate sufferers, just as the Jewish soldiers fighting 
and distinguishing themselves in the ranks of the Russian 
army are doing their duty by their mother country. 

Jewish society at large has shown its usual responsive- 
ness and material support has been forthcommg m as 
large a measure as individual means and circimistances 
would permit. 

Conmiittees, similar to the General CJommittee, work- 
ing on the same lines and in close unity with it have since 
been organized in prominent centers of the stricken area 
and outside of it — e. g., in Warsaw, Moscow, Kiev, 
Odessa, Kharkov, and in addition the existing Jewish 
organizations, such as the Central Committee of the 
Jewish Colonization Association, the Society for the 
Promotion of Education in Russia, the Jewish Health 
Society, the Society for the Promotion of Trade and 
Industry among Russian Jews, etc., etc., are taking active 
part in the relief work. Representatives of the various 
committees and societies working in the war zone and out- 
side it meet periodically m order to discuss new measures 
and schemes for the alleviation of the terrible distress. 

The conditions and extent of distress in towns, town- 
lets and villages of Poland and of the Pale are being 
ascertained through delegates of the General Relief 
Committee working actively and energetically towards 
the organization of various forms of relief in the several 
districts. In a number of places the local Jewish com- 
munity has readily joined in the relief work, doing its 
utmost to meet the demand for food, shelter, clothing; 
the local philanthropic and communal Jewish mstitutions 
thus becoming valuable agencies of the General Relief 
Committee. On the whole, however — ^particularly as far 
as Poland is concerned — ^the organization of assistance 
to the war sufferers is meeting with endless difficulties, 
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in the war area — and the difficulties that the organization 
of relief has to cope with will stand out in their full 
significance. 

Owing to these and other conditions the General 
Relief Committee up till now has had to concentrate 
largely on extending "first aid," this term being here 
used to comprise feeding and sheltering of the sufferers. 
Distribution of food (at low rates or free of charge), 
of fuel, clothes, foot-wear; organization of feeding centres, 
amelioration of sheltering and housing conditions, of 
sanitation and hygiene among the war sufferers — are 
the chief forms relief has taken so far. 

At the present moment there are being equipped 
by the General Relief Committee two so-called "sanitary 
and feeding expeditions" whose object it will be to offer 
medical assistance and provide free food to the sufferers 
in the war area of Poland, irrespective of religious de- 
nomination. (The money for this purpose has been 
received from London with the express condition that no 
distinction be made between Jews and non-Jews). 

Moreover, insofar as this has been possible, efforts 
have been made to secure work for the refugees and 
for those who have lost their employment as a result 
of the war. Thus in Warsaw there has been opened a 
workshop where refugees are employed in manufacturing 
various articles of imderclothing for distribution among 
the war sufferers. In Vilna there has been established 
a workshop for bootmakers who are filling Govern- 
ment orders for army boots. Similar workshops have 
been organized at Dvinsk, Fastov, etc. Further, there 
has been opened at Warsaw a labor-bureau which is 
obtaining work for a considerable nmnber of artisans. 

A large number of small merchants and artisans being 
in urgent need of credit to enable them to re-establish and 
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Approximate Number 
of Populated Centers 
Sottthwestem Province — 

Province: Podolia, Bessarabia and 
Volynia (Border districts) 10 

Galida— 

Petrograd Conmiittee (cooperating 
with 'Kiev and Odessa Committee). 75 

Otttside War Area 10 



Total 304 

Some idea of the expenditures of the General Relief 
Conmiittee in Petrograd is given by the following figures: 

FOR GENERAL RELIEF 

Poland — Roubles 

Warsaw 350,000 

Province Warsaw 10,000 

Lodz 1,500 

Province Lomsha 12,000 

Province Suvalki 7,000 

Province Liublin 75,000 

Province Radom 45,000 

Province Cholm 4,400 

Province Kielce 40,000 

545,000 

Southwestern Province — 

(Border Places) 14,000 

Radzivilov 14,000 

Chtin 5,000 

Volotchisk 5,000 

Gorokov 1,000 

Novosselitsy 500 

Various small places 5,000 

31,000 
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and Odessa, will reqtiire the following stuns to satisfy 
the most urgent needs of the organizations now in full 
operation and yet to be started: 

Poland and Northwestern Provinces — Roubles 

Warsaw From 150,000 to 200,000 

Province Warsaw From 15,000 to 20,000 

Province Liublin From 20,000 to 25,000 

Province Suvalki From 12,000 to 15,000 

Province Radom From 20,000 to 25,000 

Province Kielce Front 20,000 to 25,000 

Province Kovno From 25,000 to 30,000 

Province Vilna From 10,000 to 15,000 

Province Grodno From 8,000 to 10,000 

Province Lomzha From 15,000 to 20,000 

Province Plotzk From 6,000 to 8,000 

Province Cholm From 10,000 to 12,000 

Southwestern Provinces — 

Province Volynia From 20,000 to 25,000 

Province Podolia 

Province Bessarabia From 40,000 to 50,000 

Galicia — 

Outside war area Prom 10,000 to 16,000 

Restoration of trade and industry among 

among war sufferers From 100,000 to 150,000 

Extraordinary expenditure From 10,000 to 15,000 

Thus From 484,000 to 650,000 

[Expressed in United States currency, the sum of $242,000 to 
$325,000 per month will be required, according to this early 
estimate, to satisfy the most urgent needs of the sufferers.] 

As already pointed out, the sphere and extent of 
distress are ever increasing with the progress of the war. 
The Jewish reUef organizations in Russia thus stand 
before the alarming problem: whence to obtain adequate 
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are heard complaints about the lack of means of trans- 
portation, the Government permits itself to do such a 
thingl At one station there stood 110 freight cars con- 
taining Jewish exiles. 

Another measure which likewise is imprecedented 
in the entire history of the civiUzed world, is the intro- 
duction of the so-called system of "Hostages," and, 
indeed, hostages were taken not from the enemy, but 
from the country's own subjects, its own citizens. Host- 
ages were taken in Radom, Kieltse, Lomscha, Kovno, 
Riga, Lublin, etc. The hostages were held imder the 
most rigorous regime, and at present there are still under 
arrest in Poltava Jewish hostages from the Governments 
of Kieltse and Radom. 

Some time ago, in commenting upon the procedure 
against the Jews, the leader of the Opposition, even 
before the outbreak of the war, used the expression 
that we were approachmg the times of Ferdinand and 
Isabella. I now assert that we have already surpassed 
that era. No Jewish blood was shed in defence of Spain, 
but ours flowed the moment the Jews helped defend the 
Fatherland. 

Yes, we are beyond the pale of the laws, we are 
oppressed, we have a hard life, but we know the source 
of that evil; it comes from those benches (pointing to 
the boxes of the Ministers). We are being oppressed 
by the Russian Government, not by the Russian people. 
Why, then, is it surprising if we wish to unite om* des- 
tinies, not with that of the Russian Government, but 
with that of the Russian people? When three years 
ago there was pending here the Cholm law proposal, 
did the thought ever occur at the time to the sponsors 
of the bill that in a short time they would have to scrape 
and bow before free autonomous Poland? We likewise 
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Empire. He reminded his hearers that in May, 1913, 
he had warned the Comicil of the Empire of the catas- 
trophe imminent in Em-ope, but that his statement 
had been met with ridicule and skepticism. The result 
of such an attitude in now obvious to all. In this great 
conflict, it has become clear that neither side will be 
able to crush the other, as was expected at the outset 
of this war. But even as it is, this war of extermination 
of the white race must, in the end, be decided in favor 
of one of the two parties at conflict. He thought that 
certam mtangible elements entering mto the question 
would be of great importance in the settlement of this 
war. Putting aside the political, economic and psychol- 
ogical questions that led to this conflict, he thought 
that the ultimate issue was the decision of the world 
to battle against the dictum of Germany that "might 
is greater than right and right is created only by might." 
Under the circumstances, it would seem that the sym- 
pathies of the entire world should be on the side of the 
allies. But in reality this is not the case; and for this 
there are several reasons. 

"It is imdoubtedly within our power to do away with 
one of the factors militating against us in the public 
opinion of neutral countries. In the struggle that we, 
together with the most civilized nations of Eufope, are 
wagmg against the Pan-Germanism, imperiaUsm and 
absolutism, and for right and justice, for the liberty 
and independence of the weaker nations, we shall achieve 
the full sympathy of the civilized world only when we 
shall have put our inner front — ^if I may use that expres- 
sion — on a level with the political ideology of our valiant 
allies; for instance, in the conduct of our poUty with 
reference to the borderlands, and the so-called alien 
races composing its population." 
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